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MINUTES OF MIFFLINBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL
September 16, 2014

PRESENT  ABSENT
Michael E. Snook, Cowmacil President
Beverly L. Hackenberg, Vice President
Troy A. Berkheiser, Council Member
Paul E. Bottiger, Council Member
Bryan E. Rohland, Council Member
Tod M. Steese, Council Member
David M. Cooney, Mayor
Jeremiah D. Runkle, Solicitor
Douglas R. Bickhart, Chief of Police
Margaret A. Metzger, Borough Manager
Misty L. Ross, Assistant Secretary X
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The regular meeting of Mifflinburg Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 PM.

There was one (1) visitor present at this meeting which was Kim Sawyer.

Metion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Paul E. Boftiger

MOTICN: To approve the minutes of the Tuesday, August 19, 2014 regular meeting of
Mifflinburg Borough Council.

Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Motion by: Troy A. Berkheiser
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: To approve payment of Bill List #2014-09 in the amount of $624,982.78.
Yes - Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Snook

No —None

Mrs. Kim Sawyer, representing the First Evangelical Lutheran Church’s (located at 404 Market Street)
Buggytown Workcamp, attended tonight’s meeting with regard to the 2015 Bugeytown Workeamp
event that is scheduled to be held in Mifflinburg on June 21-27, 2015. Mrs. Sawyer reported that this
event was held in Mifflinburg in 2005 and in 2010. Mrs. Sawyer explained that nearly 400 youth and
adults volunteer a week of their time to provide free home repairs/improvements to local homeowners of
Union and Snyder counties. The volunteers will sleep on air mattresses in temporary bedrooms set up in
the Mifflinburg Intermediate School's (lacated at 250 Mabel Street) gymnasium and classroems, These
services are offered to elderly, handicapped, disabled, single parents, or any lower-income residents in
need of home repairs/improvements. Mrs. Sawyer clarified that the Workeamp won’t help with
repairs/improvements to rentals; they don’t want to improve the home and then have the landlord evict
the tenants. The Workcamp doesa’t ask what the residents’ income is or what their resources are. Mrs.
Sawyer stated that each volunteer pays for the privilege of working in the community. Workcamp
registration fees and monies raised by the church and other area churches and organizations are used to
cover the costs for food, insurance and building supplies. All building materials will be purchased at
Mifflinburg Lumber and Building Supply (8200 Old Turnpike Road-Mifilinburg), youth groups will be
purchasing snacks at area businesses, vehicles used to transport the crews each day to the sites will be
filling their tanks with gasoline at local stations, and campers will be donating canned goeds for the
Mifflinburg food bank. Overall this camp will be a boost to the local economy as well as a much needed
service to the homeowners that they are serving, Mrs. Sawyer informed Borough Council that she is
present at tonight’s meeting because in 2005 and 2010, Borough Council was kind enough to provide
free use of the Mifflinburg Community Park and Pool for the Group Workcamp participants. Borough
Council action is requested to provide free use of the Mifflinburg Community Park and Pool again on
Wednesday, June 24, 2015, Mrs. Sawyer stated that the Workcamp volunteers would probably arrive at
the Park around 1:00 or 2:00 PM and leave by 6:00 PM.
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Mayor Cooney inquired how many of the Group Workcamp participants utilized the Mifflinburg
Community Pool in 2005 and in 2010. Mrs. Sawyer reported that there were approximately 187
participants who utilized the Mifflinburg Community Pool the one time and approximately 220
volunteers the other time,

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To provide free use of the Mifflinburg Community Pool on Wednesday, June 24, 2015
for the participants of the 2015 Buggytown Workeamp event as requested by Mrs. Kim Sawyer.

Ms. Ross inquired if the motion should include the Mifflinburg Community Patk as well. A discussion
was held; Mrs. Sawyer clarified that she is requesting permission to utilize both pavilions and the
gazebo at the Mifflinburg Community Park as well. Ms. Ross checked the availability of both pavilions
and the gazebo and announced that they were all availabie, :

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To amend the motion to provide free use of the Mifflinburg Community Pool on
‘Wednesday, June 24, 2015 for the participants of the 2015 Buggytown Workcamp event as
requested by Mrs, Kim Sawyer to include both pavilions and the gazebo at the Mifflinburg
Community Park as well. :

Approved via unanimous voice vote.
Motion by: Paul E. Bottiger
Second by: Beverly L. Hackenberg

MOTION: To approve the Mifflinburg Borough Zoning Report for August 2014 and authorize
payment to the Central Keystone Council of Governments (CK-COG) in the amount of $120.00.

Yes — Mr. Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. Snook

No — None

Mr. Snook announced that Borough Council action is requested to adopt Resolution No, 2014-05; a
resolution which officially abandons the North Fighth Street bike path. A copy of the resolution is

ineluded in the information tonight. Borough Council action is requested on this matter.

Motion by: Beverly L, Hackenberg
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: Te adopt Resolution No. 2014-05; A resolution which officially abandons the North
Eighth Street bike path.

Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Snook provided Borough Council with an update on the status of the Cherry Alley Reconstruction
Project. Mr. Snook reported that Gutelius Excavating, Inc,, the contractor for the Cherry Alley
Reconstruction Project, has submitied Payment Application No. 1. A copy of the Payment Application
is attached to tonight's Engineer’s Report for Borough Council review, This Payment Application has
been reviewed by Mrs. Brin Threet, HRG, Inc., and Mr. Jason Mitchell, the Borough Public Works
Supervisor, and is recommended for payment. Borough Council action is requested on this matter.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Troy A, Berkheiser

MOTION: To approve Payment Application No. 1 to Gutelius Excavating, Inc. for the Cherry
Alley Reconstruction Project in the amount of $96,429.38.

Yes — Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. Bottiger, Mr. Snook

No —None
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Mr. Snook reported that Mrs. Erin Threet, HRG, Inc., has been made aware that as work progressed in
the 200 block of the Cherry Alley Reconstruction Project, it was determined that portions of the alley
were constructed on unsuitable bearing imaterials and ftherefore trequired over-excavation and
replacement with suitable bearing material. This work is provided for in the contract documents, but
was not accounted for in the bid for the project because the condition of subgrade was unknown prior to
the removal of existing pavement. HRG, Inc. is recommending that Borough Council take action to
approve Work Change Directive No. 1 to Gutelins Excavating, Inc. for over-excavalion and replacement
of the unsuitable bearing mater. The anticipated increase in the contract price associated with this work
is currently estimated at approximately $8,000.00 based on a field view performance on Wednesday,
September 10, 2014, A copy of the Work Change Directive is attached to tonight’s Engineer’s Report
for Borough Council review. Borough Council action is requested on this matter.

Mrs. Hackenberg informed Borough Council that Mrs, Erin Threet, HRG, Inc. contacted her with regard
to this matter since Mrs. Mefzger is on vacation and Mr. Jagon Mitchell, the Borough Public Works
Supervisor, was unavailable. Mrs. Hackenberg clarified that Mrs. Threet wanted to notify someone of
what was going on.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: To approve Work Change Directive No. 1 to Gutelius Excavating, Inc. for ever-
excavation and replacement of the unsuitable bearing materials for the Cherry Alley
Reconstruction Project in the amount of $8,000.00.

Yes — Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. Bottiger, Mrs, Hackenberg, Mr. Snook

No — None

Mr. Snook reported that Gutelius Excavating, Inc., the contractor for the Cherry Alley Reconstruction
Project, has submitted a change order request (o delay final pavement restoration until spring of 2015.
Gutelius Excavating, Inc. feel that by deferring the paving until spring they can provide a better job, by
eliminating any settling that occurs during the winter months before putting the top coat in place. This
request does not include any additional costs. The proposed change order would increase final
completion times by 175 days to May 15, 2015. HRG, Inc. has reviewed this request and prepared
Change Order No. 1. A copy of the request and the change order is attached to tonight’s Engineer’s
Report for Borough Council review. Berough Courncil action is requested on this matter.

Motion by: Paul E. Bottiger
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To approve Change Order No. 1 to Gutelius Excavating, Inc. to delay final pavement
restoration for the Cherry Alley Reconstruction Project until spring of 2{15.

Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg

Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To amend the motion to approve Payment Application No. 1 to Gutelius Excavating,
Inc. for the Cherry Alley Reconstruction Project in the amount of $96,429.38; to change the
amount to $91,119.37 as recommended by HRG, Inc.

Yes — Mr. Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. Snook

No —None

Mr, Snook informed Borough Council that Mrs. Metzger is requesting Borough Council action to

authorize her to approve any change orders relating to the Cherry Alley Reconstruction Project up to
$10,000.00 in order to keep the project moving forward.
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Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: To authorize Mrs. Metzger to approve any change orders relating to the Cherry Alley
Reconstruction Project up to $10,000.00.

Yes — Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. Bottiger, Mr, Snook

No —~None

Mrs. Hackenberg reported that the Personnel Committee has reviewed the proposed job description for
the Water/Wastewater Technician 3 Apprentice position. Borough Council action is requested to

approve this job classification and deseription.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: To approve the job elassification and description for the Water/Wastewater Technician
3 Apprentice position.

Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Mrs. Hackenberg informed Borough Council that Mrs. Metzger is requesting Borough Council action to
authorize her to adverlise to fill two (2) vacancies: a Water/Wastewater Technician 3 Apprentice and a
General Maintenance 2. Borough Council action is requested {s requested on this matter.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To auathorize Mrs. Metzger to advertise the Water/Wastewater Technician 3
Apprentice position and the General Maintenance 2 position,

Mr. Snook stated that the General Maintenance 2 position has been vacant for well over a year.
Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Sneok informed Borough Council that Mr, William C. Asay, President of Mockenhaupt Benefits
Group (Actuary for the Borough), has prepared the 2015 Minimum Municipal Obligations (MMOs) for

both the Police and Non-uniformed Pension Plans and the Non-Uniformed Money Purchase Plan which
are as follows:

Non-Uniformed Pension Plan $104,813.00
Police Pension Plan $108,956.00
Non-Uniformed Money Purchase Plan 3 1,679.00

Copies of the three (3) MMOs are included in the information tenight for Borough Council review.
Borough Council action is required to adopt the MMOs as prepared by Mockenhaupt Benefits Group.

Motion by: Troy A. Berkheiser
Second by: Beverly L. Hackenberg

MOTION: To adopt the Non-Uniformed Pension Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation in the
amonnt of $104,813.00 and the Police Pension Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation in the amount
of $108,956,00 for the 2015 budget.

Yes — Mr. Berkheiser, Mr, Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Snook

No — None
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Motion by: Troy A. Berkheiser
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: Te adopt the Non-Uniformed Money Purchase Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation in
the amount of $1,679.00 for the 2015 budget.

Yes — Mr. Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Berkheiser, Mr, Snook

No — None

M. Snook reported that H.A. Thomson Company, the Borough’s Insurance agency, has received the
Borough’s Workers’ Compensation Insurance Renewal from AmeriHealth Casualty, the Borough’s
current catrier, The estimated renewal amouat is $101,851.00. This premium is based on the payroll
estimates provided and represents a slight decrease in Premium from 2014. Borough Council action is
requested to approve this renewal.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To approve the Workers’ Compensation Insuramce Renewal from Amerilealth
Casualty, the Borough’s current carrier, with the estimated renewal amount of $101,851.00.

Yes — Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr, Berkheiser, Mr. Bottiger, Mr, Snook

No —None

Mr. Snook reported that Mrs. Metzger has received the renewal quote for the ESI Employee Assistance
Group for 2015. The cost per agreement year in 2014 was $2,685.00, but has increased to $2,760.00 for
2015; this represents a $75.00 increase. Borough Council action is requested to approve the renewal of
this program.

Motion by: Troy A. Berkheiser
Second by: Beverly L. Hackenberg

MOTION: To enter into the Employee Assistance Program Agreement between the Borough of
Mifflinburg and the ESI Fmployee Assistance Group at the Preminm Benefit Level for the period
of Wednesday, October 1, 2014 through Wednesday, September 30, 2015 to provide professional
employee assistance to Borough employees at the cost of $2,760.00 per agreement year.

Yes — Mr. Berkheiser, Mr, Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Snook

No — None

Mr. Snook reminded Borough Council that there was a lightning strike at the Mifflinburg Commmunity
Park on Thursday, June 19, 2014, There was significant damage to the public restrooms and to the
camera system. Mr. Snook informed Borough Council that Mrs. Metzger has filed an insurance claim
for these items; the Insurance Company has offered a settlement amount of $9,156.93. This amount
represents the actual repair costs for the restroom and the cost for a replacement camera system less a
depreciation factor since it’s a much mote advanced system than was there, less the deductible.
Borough Council action is requested to approve this settlement.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To approve the setilement offer of $9,156.93 from the Insurance Company for damages
to the public restrooms and the camera system at the Mifflinburg Community Park.

A lengthy discussion was held; Mr. Bottiger expressed that he is ckay with the settlement amount the
Insurance Company has offered.

Approved via unanimous voice vote,
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Mr. Snook informed Borough Ceuncil that Mrs. Metzger has received a request from the Mifflinburg
Heritage and Revitalization Association (MHRA) for the Borough to provide water services to the
Mifflinburg VFW carnival grounds and other assistance for the Annual Oktoberfest Event on October 3
& 4, 2014, Borough Council action is requested on this matter.

Motion by: Beverly L. Hackenberg
Second by: Paul E. Bottiger

MOTION: To provide water services to the Mifflinburg VFW carnival grounds and other
assistance as seen fit by Mrs. Metzger for the Mif{linburg Heritage and Revitalization Association
(MHRA) on October 3 & 4, 2014 in order to conduct the Annual Oktoberfest Event.

Yes — Mr, Bottiger, Mrs. Hackenberg, Mr. Berkheiser, Mr. S8ncok

No — None

Mayor Cooney requested Borough Council action to set Trick or Treat night for Friday, October 31,
2014 from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM.

Motion by: Paul E. Bottiger
Second by: Troy A. Berkheiser

MOTION: To set Trick or Treat night for Friday, October 31, 2014 from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM.

Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Mayor Cooney provided Borough Council with an update on the status of Apple Alley. Mayor Cooney
reported that Apple Alley has been converted to a one-way sireet traveling north. Mr. Berkheiser
informed Borough Council that Mr. Douglas Lauver, a resident located at 148 East Street, approached
him to express his concerns with regard to Apple Alley; Mr. Lauver expressed that when traveling north
on Apple Alley you can’t see to pull out because of the hedges. Mr. Berkheiser clarified that Mr. Lauver
indicated that he believes Apple Alley shouid be converied to a one-way street traveling south. A
discussion was held; Mayor Cooney stated that he’s not interested in converiing Apple Alley to a one-
way street traveling south.

Mayor Cooney informed Borough Council that they received a copy of the Monthly Police Report for
August 2014 included in the information tonight.

Mayor Ceoney presented Borough Council with some Menthly Highlights for the Mifflinburg Police
Department for August 2014 in the absent of Chief Bickhart.

Mayor Cooney announced that the Annual Homecoming Parade will be held on Friday, October 3, 2014
at 5:30 PM. The parade will begin at 6™ Street, travel east on Chestnut Street to 1% Street, and end at the
Mifflinburg Area High School located at 75 Market Street.

Mr. Berkheiser scheduled a Finance Committee meeting for Tuesday, September 30, 2014 at 7:00 PM.
The purpose of the meeting will be to review the 2013 Audit Report with Mr. Neal Lewis, CPA
(Certified Public Accountants) and Chairman/CEO at Lewis Barlett Klees, PC.

Mayor Cooney informed Borough Council that he participated in or will be participating in the
following meetings or events:

» The ribbon cutting for Verizon Wireless located at 8 East Chestout Street.

¢ The Buffale Valley Rail Trail (B.V.R.T.) Ground Breaking that was held in Vicksburg, PA.

s The Amnual Oktoberfest Festival that is scheduled for Friday, October 3, 2014 from 1:00
PM - 11:00 PM and Saturday, October 4, 2014 from 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM at the VEW
Carnival Grounds. Mayor Cooney announced that he will be performing the traditional cry
of "' zapft is!" (“It’s tapped!™) on Friday, October 3, 2014 at 1:00 PM to officially mark
the beginning of the festival.

+ A meeting with the Senior Citizen, Club 39 that is scheduled for Wednesday, September
17,2014 at 2:00 PM.
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Motion by: Troy A. Berkheiser
MOTION: To adjourn the Mifflinburg Borough Couneil meeting.

Approved via unanimous voice vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Misty L. Ross
Assistant Borough Secretary



